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Indian Standard 

CODE OF PRACTICE FOR SEAWORTHY 

PACKING OF UNMANUFACTURED 

CIGARETTE TYPE TOBACCO 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards Institu- 
tion on 29 July 1968, after the draft finalized by the Tobacco Products 
Sectional Committee had been approved by the Agricultural and Food 
Products Division Council. 

0.2 In view of customs restrictions on the moisture content of imported 
tobacco and its high tariff rates, it is imperative for the overseas buyers to 
insist on a perfect waterproof packing of the material. This code has been 
prepared so as to co-ordinate the requirements of overseas buyers and the 
trade practices prevailing in the country. It covers the packing of un- 
manufactured tobacco of cigarette type only. 

0.3 Two types of packing, namely, wooden cases and jute gunny or hessian 
bales are generally employed for unmanufactured cigarette type tobacco. 
The type of packing is so chosen as to suit the country of destination and 
the form of tobacco, which may be in strips or leaves or bits. Tobacco is 
exported to the West European countries mainly in the form of strips which 
are packed in wooden cases. Bulk of tobacco meant for Asian and East 
European countries is packed in jute gunny or hessian bales. 

0.3.1 There are two types of jute gunny or hessian bale packings in 
vogue, namely, bales with ropes ( ordinary bales ) and bales without ropes 
(Rhodesian type). Ordinary bales are more popularly adopted by ex- 
porters to almost all the destinations. Rhodesian type packing prevents 
cake formation as the tobacco packed in this manner is not subjected to 
pressure by ropes and there is scope for tobacco to expand to full volume 
of the container. This type of packing is employed for certain specific 
consignments to countries like the United Kingdom. 

0.4 While formulating this standard due consideration has been given to 
the prevailing trade practices in the country and also to the views of 
overseas buyers. 

0.5 For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this 
standard is complied writh, the final value, observed or calculated, express- 
ing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in accordance with 
IS: 2-1960*. The nimiber of significant places retained in the rounded 



♦Rules for rounding off numerical values (revised). 

3 



IS: 4698- 1968 

off value should be the same as that of the specified value in this standard. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard covers the seaworthy packing procedure of unmanu- 
factured cigarette type tobacco. It also prescribes the materials for pack- 
ing in wooden cases and in jute gunny or hessian bales. 

2. PACKING IN WOODEN CASES 

2.1 Packing Materials — The wooden cases employed in the packing 
shall be of either 122 X 76 X 76 cm size or 100 x 83 x 63 cm size. A 
polyethylene liner {see Grade 213 of IS : 2508-1963* ) of 40-micron thickness 
and having an extra length of 2*25 cm than that of the case shall be 
used. For both the sizes of the cases, bitumen laminated waterproof paper 
{see Type 1 of IS : 1398-1960t ) may also be used. 

2.2 Packing Procedure — Spread the tobacco in layers, one upon the 
other in the case lined with the polyethylene film or bitumen laminated 
waterproof paper (2.1 ). Press the strips firmly from one end to the other 
end of the case by using a thick wooden plank. The redried tobacco may 
be delivered mechanically into the cases by a conveyor belt, and uniformly 
spread over and pressed. Press the tobacco in a hydraulic press to a 
density of 304 kg/m^ and to a level 7 to 10 cm below the edge of the case. 
Seal the polyethylene bag preferably by means of electric heater by pressing 
the two edges. 

2.3 Weight of the Package — The gross weight of the case shall be 175 
to 250 kg and the net weight shall be 135 to 205 kg. 

Note — For this case weight, board thickness as given in Class A of Table 1 and any 
one of the ^ecies of timber as given in Appendix A of IS : 1503-1967:!: may be used for 
the manufacture of packing cases. 

3. PACKING IN JUTE GUNNY OR HESSIAN BALES 

3.1 Packing in Bales with Ropes ( Ordinary Type) 

3.1,1 Packing Materials — The materials employed for packing of un- 
manufactured cigarette type tobacco in ordinary bales shall be of gunny 
jute cloth {see IS: 3667-1966§); bitumen laminated waterproof paper 
{see Type 1 of IS : 1398-1960t ); a rope 22 m long, weighing about 350 g 
(^^^ IS: 1411-19591!); and 3 to 5 plv jute twine 2 m long (5^^IS:1912- 
196111). ____ 

* Specification for low density polyethylene films. 

t Specification for packing paper, waterproof, bitumen laminated. 

% Specification for wooden packing cases ( revised), 

§ Specification for B-twill cloth. 

11 Specification for shroud-laid coir rope. 

^Specification for country jute twine, three-ply. 
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3.1.2 The size of the bale shall be 94 x 66 x 46 cm. 

3.1.3 Packing Procedure — Place a piece of jute cloth (3.1.1) of 90 x 60 
cm dimension into a bale charger, and place 60 to 70 g kraft paper of the 
same dimension over it. Keep it ready at the delivery end of the machine. 
Lay the tobacco straight at the feeding end on apron of the redrying 
machine. In case of strips lay them in the tangled manner straightening 
as far as possible. While arranging the tobacco uniformly in the charger, 
press the former with a wooden plank till the charger is filled to give a net 
weight of about 1 00 kg. Place a piece of kraft paper of 1 50 x 90 cm 
dimension, followed by a piece of jute cloth of the same dimensions on the 
top of the charger. Subsequently, press the tobacco in a hydraulic press 
to a density of 336 kg/m^, reducing the thickness of tobacco to about 
42 to 45 cm. While the bale is still in the press, fasten a rope (3.1.1) 
about 9 times over the entire length of the bale keeping a distance of about 
8 cm in between the two and 15 cm from either edge. Tie the rope tight 
and release the pressure on the bale. Stitch the edges at the joints of the 
front gunny piece. Cover the top and bottom of the bale with kraft paper 
and jute cloth and stitch with a two-fold jute twine (3.1.1). Finally, pass 
a sealing wire through both the edges of gunny pieces and through the 
eyelets of the lead seal which are fixed on either side and the eyelet of 
the Agmark label which is fixed on one side of the bale. Seal both the 
lead seals by punching them with Agmark pliers. 

3.1.4 Weight of the Bale — The gross and the net weight of the bale shall 
be 103 kg and 100 kg respectively. 

3.2 Packing in Bales Without Ropes (Rhodesian Type) 

3.2.1 Packing Materials — The same type of packing materials as in the 
case of bales with ropes, except the coir rope, shall be used in this type of 
packing (3*1.1). A special type of bale charger (bale box) and bale 
board shall also be used. 

3.2.2 Size of the bale shall be 85 X 60 x 45 cm. 

3.2.3 Packing Procedtire — Place a bale board of 90 X 60 cm dimension 
followed by a piece of kraft paper of 91 -X 61 cm dimension in the bale 
charger (bale box) and pack the tobacco step by step from the delivery 
end till the box is full to give a net weight of 100 kg. Place another piece 
of kraft paper 91 x 61 cm followed by the bale board on the top of the 
bale box and press the tobacco under a hydraulic press to a density of 
320 kg/m^. Place two pieces of kraft paper, each 168 x 56 cm, around the 
sides of the bale and then secure the bale by tying 3 bale ropes each 
having 2*9 m length and 0*8 cm diameter, while the bale is still in the 
box. Remove the bale from the box so that it lies on one side with bale 
boards vertical and the knots of the ropes on the other side. Slip on the 
pre-stitched bale cover, turn the bale cover and stitch up the two flaps of 
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the pre-stitched bale cover with 3 to 5 ply jute twine. Finally pass a 
sealing wire through both the edges of the gunny piece and through the 
eyelet of the lead seal which is fixed at the centre of the bale and also 
through the eyelet of the Agmark label. Seal this end by punching it with 
Agmark pliers. 

3.2.4 Weight of the Bale — The gross and net weight of the bale shall be 
103 kg and 100 kg respectively. 

4. MARKING 

4.1 Gases or bales shall be marked on at least two opposite sides, with 
indelible ink, with the following particulars: 

a) Leading mark (consignee's name or initials), 

b) Port of entry and destination, 

c) Serial number of the package, 

d) Gross weight and net weight of the package, and 

e) Any other information required by the buyer or by the law in 
force. 

4.2 All marking shall be stencilled; writing with hand shall not be 
permissible. 
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